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and historically important oasis of Kucha and its numerous ancient
sites. It showed that the area occupied in Buddhist times demanded
for its cultivation irrigation resources greatly in excess of those which
the volume of the two rivers of Kucha can furnish at the present day.

At Kashgar I arranged during June, 1915, for the safe packing
and transport to India of my eighty heavy camel-loads of antiques.
I then started myself on the long journey which was to take me
across the Pamirs and through the valleys adjoining the upper
course of the Oxus into Russian Turkistan. It was meant mainly to
enable me to study on the spot questions of historical topography
connected with the route which the ancient silk trade from China
had followed to the Middle Oxus and with those by which the old
Chinese Buddhist pilgrims had travelled between the Tarim basin
and the Hindukush. Anthropological measurements were made
among the interesting populations of Homo Alpinus type found in
those remote mountain tracts. For archaeological observations of
interest opportunities offered both along the great valley of the Alai
and in Wakhan, after I had reached the latter past the great Pamir
lake described by Hsiian-tsang and Marco Polo.

After three months of almost constant travel, during which close
on 1,700 miles were covered on foot or horseback, I arrived towards
the end of October, 1915, at Samarkand. After the Transcaspian
Railway had carried me to the Persian border, a long journey
through Khorasan, past Meshed and along the Perso-Afghan border,
allowed me to reach Persian Sistan by the beginning of December.

There in ancient Sakastane, recalling by its name those valiant
Sakas who had played their part in Indian history, a third winter's
archaeological campaign was rewarded by interesting results.
Among extensive ruins of a palace on the isolated rocky hill of
Koh-i-Khwaja, sacred in Zoroastrian tradition, I discovered remains of
wall paintings, the oldest so far brought to light within Persia (Iran).